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TUART ECOSYSTEMS, SWAN COASTAL PLAIN 

145. Mr J.R. QUIGLEY to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage: 
Given the concerns of my constituents for our diminishing tuart ecosystems on the Swan coastal plain, will the 
minister assure us that action is being taken to ensure that this important component of our forest heritage will be 
afforded the appropriate environmental management strategies to ensure long-term sustainability? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 
I thank the member for this question and for his interest in the tuarts.  It has been apparent for some time that 
there is a decline in the tuart ecosystem.  Towards the end of last year, in recognition of that problem, I 
established the Tuart Response Group.  That group consists of scientists, community members who are directly 
concerned, and government departments also working in that area.  - 

Mr M.F. Board:  Is that the TRG? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS:  The member is so droll.  The Tuart Response Group has been charged with the 
responsibility for developing a strategy to ensure that the tuart trees are protected.  As part of that exercise, it is 
important that the response group look at the science to better determine what is causing the decline of the tuart 
trees.  This group has also been asked to look at strategies that can be used by individual land-holders and groups 
to try to prevent the decline of some of the tuart trees.  As part of this strategy, the Tuart Response Group will be 
holding a series of seminars.  The first is being held today in Yanchep and shortly the same seminars will be held 
in Lancelin, Bunbury, Busselton, Waroona, Mandurah, Stirling and Como.  This is the first time a community 
group has worked directly with scientists to tackle such a widespread problem along the Swan coastal plain.  I 
know a number of members have interests in tuarts and I urge them to take part in this strategy and the 
consultations to make sure the Government achieves the best outcome possible to allow it to help this fairly 
fragile ecosystem. 
 


